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INTRODUCTION 
There  is a maxim that may or may not have orig- 

inated in America which states something to 
the effect that a story gets better every time it is 
retold. Certainly most of us have had occasion to 
witness this phenomenon and know that it is a 
maxim of some truth. But in the absence of any 
concrete information as to the degree of truth, 
probably we can safely assume that the temptation 
on one person’s part to exaggerate a story is no 
greater than the temptation of another to under- 
state past events, or still anot.her to screen his recol- 
lections, cast out temptation, and tell a story of 
realistic value. 

It is in the latter vein that we attempt, in this 
issue of The Atom, to depict Norris E. Bradbury 
who after 25 years as director of the Los Alamos 
Scientific Laboratory has resigned effective Sept. 
1. We “look” at him as he is seen routinely by 
friends and associates without amplifying or re- 
ducing the stature of his many accomplishments. 

The  text of this issue was compiled from contri- 
butions of several persons including Bradbury. T o  
The Atom’s request for interview time Bradbury’s 
reaction was the same as if he had been asked for 
consultation on the Laboratory’s budget, plant 
operations, construction schedules or a personal 
problem. It was instantly scheduled: “How about 
in 10 minutes; I’ve got to run down to Schreib’s 
(Raemer Schreiber, technical associate director) 
office first,” he said. 

Bradbury’s office, where this interview and sub- 
sequent ones were held, while larger than most at 
the Laboratory, was as nondescript as any other. 
The bottom half of the plastered walls were 
painted blue-gray. The  top half was veneered with 
a few rows of acoustical tile. The  floor was covered 
with the same black patterned tile that covered 
every floor, including the corridors, of the Ad- 
ministration building. His office was furnished 



t , i rr t  t l i ic(  t o 1  l o i  almiiiistrat ion, x v l i o  ~ccliiestetl 
i i ~ l o i i i i ~ t  ion Irorii 12ol)ci L Ilndcrliill, vi( c picsi- 
dciil ~ n t l  ticcitriicr, cnicritus, 0 1  the IJnibeiaity ol 
~ ~ ~ t l i l o r n i a .  U n t i l  ]lis ietircriieiit in 1963, Untlcrhill 
ncgotl,ttcd cveiy coiitr,ict lor thc IJiiivcisity with 
t bc Atoriii~ Enci gy Corn misr ion lor the operation 
ol t l i ( ,  I,os hlanios S&iilific LaI)ol-atoiy sin( c the 
h b o i  <itoi-y’\ iiiccption ‘ i ~  the sctrct ivai time Pro- 
ject Y iii 1949. Unclci-hill tells 01 his first meeting 
with l’,i atlhui-y m d  liow the director 1)ccamc in- 
volvccl in ( oittract iicjiotiaiions. 

Anotlici c o n i 1  i t )r i t iori  t o  t l i i r  <ii tidc came 1 1  on1 a 
slioi-i interview with ~ 3 r d l ~ i i r y ’ s  wile, L,ois, ~vlio 
tells xv l in t  lic i 4  like nt lionic. 

Otlrci inlorniat ion has been piovitlerl 1)y tlic 
1,al)oi < t t o i  y’s M<til m t l  Rccoi ds  dcpirtincni nnd 
by tlic 1’iil)lic Rclations tlcpar tincnt w h i c h  1 
( o l l c t  tecl piil)litntions, iiervclxipcr (l ippings,  
m(wioi antlums, and ot licr riii~ccl1;tncous r r i a t c i  ials 
iclev,tni to d i e  tlircctor ovcr ilic past scvcral y c x s .  

1 Iic I)icturcs iisetl in this issnc also represent tlic 
i v o ~  l i  of scvci-a1 persons. At The Atom’s icqixcst, 
tlic dircctor sccurcd ;I pair 01 pliotograplis f i  om 
Iiis 1)arciiis. One chows I3r;ldbui-y working ‘It ;I 

wood lathe which he still has in his sliop at trome. 
’wits talien in 1018 when hc ’iv‘is ninc years old. 

1 Iic otlirr, of him on a motorcyclc, was tdicn when 
he w a ~ ,  ;il)out I [j. Some of  thc phoiogr,iplis xvci c 
talccri h y  PUI%-I Group 1,catlcr ]<ill 12cgan 01-  b y  
1’1115 1 l’hotographcr Hill Jack RocIgcrsa Some ivcrc 
sclectrcl Iron1 PUIE-l’s nirrnerous pic1 nrc files 01 

past events. Still others were tlic result oi  Kcgan 
iansii( king his office to iind reproductions he had 
made al t er talking Mrs. Bradbury into looking 
t tirorrgh 1)cisonal scrapboolts. The  linc d1 awing on 
ilie mvcr  is rhc work of 14-3 Artist Hal Olsen. 

All ol this cflort was directed toward this issue 
in order to uelatc wliat rnalies Hradbury tick, liow 
tic ticks, and why hc ticks so last. 
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To Nowris Brad bury, 
eing ILASL‘s director has been 

By Ken Johnson 
new hire’s wife picked him up in front of thc 

Adminisi ration building after work. As they 
drove around the quatlrmgle lic said, ‘“There’s I he 
director ol t he L,aboratory.” “Wherc?” slic aslted 
wliilc scanning tlic sidewalk as il expectin, 0 t o  see 
a rnnn wiih smdwitli board reading: “Noirir E. 
Bradl)ury, Dire( tor, Los Alamos Scientifit Z ,ahora- 
tory.” “That  last-walltin’ guy wearing thc “Tru- 
man’ shiri ,” 1 he new hire replied. 

At G I ,  t he  tal 1, balding, quiet-voiced Bratlbury 
tloes walk fast. 13ut then, Iic docs cvcrything fast. 
IIe cvcn ralks fast. As direc tor 01 tlw Laboratory, 
a post he relinquished eflective Scpt. i after a quar- 
ter ccntur y, lie went thro~igli paperwork and other 
workday chores with miraculous 5peed. 13111, at 
the same 1 imc, his work was (lone with meticulous 
confidence and scalpel precision. Former secretary 
H a d  Clancy once said, “You nevei ‘saw a man go 

through a baskctful of papers so fast. You’d swear 
lie wasn’t reading even a fraction of the stuff. Yet, 
six nionthu later, he’ll remember cvery detail.” 

According to his wile, Lois, hc is the same at 
Iiornc. “IIe lives as tliougli he were killing snakes 
cvcry minute ol the day,” 4hc said. “Whatever lie’s 
doing-washing dishes, gardening, home repairs- 
it’s always Lip, Lip, Lip. 

“Even when ‘we travcl,” she said, “he’s no differ- 
cnt, especially in a new country. The  first thing he 
tloes when we get there-that day if there is timc, 
or the next morning if there is not-is to check the 
transportation system. IIe takes whatever buses go 
in all directions and then lie comes back and says, 
‘We’d better loolt at this, this and this.’ 

“Alter being married to him for 37 years, I’ve 
learned that I can go my own pace. I like to stop 
and loolt along the way and I know there’ll come a 



Caj-tiIt;cna, but all tliat ~ t c  last year and ‘things 
Xiarl changed.’ At dusk LVC le l i  Norris i o  make tlic 
Lrip :I\ 1 ) c ~ s i  1~ colrld and loolicd about the town. 
[I‘ ;i 13rdbniy says to mecl ;it ;I certain plncc at a 
((‘1 tain tirric tliat’s what be riiems. Wc had tlonc. 
oiii- part; wc wcw there. 11 was sad i o  think that 
1)ooi lallicr was slipping 01- that somc 1,itelul event 
Iiad climged his route. 

“ L IC ‘ i r r  ivctl ;ibout initlniglit-prol~ably a icw 
rniriirtc‘s bctorc for the record. Somchow he liad 
gollen llic lasf jet to 1%arranquilla. l i i s  pilot was 
new, didn’t  rcali/c ltow long ii inltcs t o  stop a jet, 
 id tlic sliori I~iirranquil1,i runway was not quile 
long cnough. liirt tlicy stopped, coasting onto a 
l m d i  ,uid iicarly into tlic mangroves. Norris got 
tlic last taxi in iown too, 1 grrcss, and coaxcd thc 
drivcr to Cartagrna. 

“No1 r ic  and John wcnt out for a quick l m r  ant1 

Norri!; Brarlkwry is ”that Cast-walkin’ ~ u y  . . .“third from lefi. 



Zip, Zip, Zip 
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Bradbury and liiis wife Lois relax at their  tiomc in 10s AYaimos. 
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t.he next day we set out to visit tlie old city. Sunny 
weathcr t.urned into rain of thc niost plcntcous a n d  
permanent kind. Norris, never stopped by a little 
(or a lot of) rain took us out to an old whitewashed 
Spanish fort where the 18th century Spanish gal- 
leons assciiibled. We admired it in the rain--we 
were the only ones to do’ so-and the lining and 
glue fell out of John’s hat. 

“Now did Norris think this adventure was a 
loss? Not in the least. He  had survived a jet land- 
ing by a new pilot, outwitted the local travel sys- 
tem and even beat time (by minutcs), arriving on 
the appointed day, and he saw a quaint cit.y in a 
splendid tropical rain.” 

“I guess I’m not a very good sitter-arounder,” 
Bradbury sa.id. ‘‘I like to cover a lot of ground. gen- 
erally. I’m a nervous tourist.” 

He does sit around some, howevcr. Ile reads a 
lot and, as might, be expected, he docs t.his fast too. 
According to his wife he reads a lot of technical 
publications, although in the past few years “he’s 
become extremely curious about othcr things. He’s 
been reading Charles Dicliens lately, evcn on the 
plane when we go somewhere.’’ 

Uradbury also has other leisurc time interests. 
H e  is an amateur archeologist and has made several 
trips to Mcxico where lie plies this skill. “I acquired 
a taste for it by living in New Mexico. There are 
a lot of old sitcs around here. Our middle boy at 
one time i.hought lie wanted to become an arche- 
ologist and I traveled around Mexico with him. 

“We usually just cover the roads in Mexico. I 
have a great interest, in visiting the Sierra Madrc 
count.ry-it’s peppered with old sites and we have 
friends there. I like it: it’s a change, a different 
environment, and its on the way to Guatemala, 
British Honduras and other places we’ve visited. 
It sufices my taste to go somewhere new.” 

Bradbury also en,joys caning. Much of his wick- 
erwork has been the making of new seats for some 
of the straight back chairs in his home. I-IC also 
rnakes some of his own Iyurniture and does minor 
construction projects and repair work in his home. 
His  workshop equipment includes band and cir- 
cular saws and a small wood lathe. “I get a great 
deal of pleasure working with wood. I’ve taken 
some pictures of benches and beds and other things 
at the Museum of New Mexico and copied them. 
I made beds for our grandchildren. ‘They’re colo- 
nial style. This means they’re not very elegant. A 
blind craftsman can probably do as well with a 
c h l l  jacltlmife,” he said with a smile that is spon- 
taneous and often. 

As late as the 1950’s Bradbury drove to work in 

Above, Bradbury works with his wood lathe in the base- 
ment of his home. The photograph below shows Brad- 
bury with the same lathe when he was about nine years 
old. It was taken in his father‘s workshop in 191 8. 
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The Bradbury smile, which is spontoneous and often, was 
evident even when h e  was a child held in his mother’s arms. 
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Uracil: 
about 

wry, the cyclist, 
16 years old. 

when he was 

Texas, ant1 has something to do with the rehabili- 
tation of helicopters for Vietnam. Betty is chief 
operator for the phone company in F’asadena and 
has been for years. Both of them served in the 
Marine Corps during the war.” 

Bradbury attended Hollywood High School and 
then Chaff ey Union High School in Ontario, Calif. 
IIe was graduated from Chaffey at the age of 16. 
“I graduated at 16 because when we moved €rom 
1Iollywootl to Fontana, there was a difference in 
the school years, and birthdays I guess madc some 
difference. Anyway, as I recall, I nceded a year and 
a half of school to graduate. We moved there in 
the spring and if I didn’t graduate a year from the 
following June, it would have becn two years. So, 
that summer I took some extra courses and finished 
up  in one year.” 

Bradbury went to Pomona College in Clare- 
mont, Calif., and graduated summa cum laude in 
1929 with the B.A. degrec in chemistry. His scholar- 
ship earned him the Phi Beta kappa Key. Why 
chemistry? Bradbury said he had a cl~emistry set 
when he was about 12, as most youngsters do, but 
the primary reason was an interest in maih and 
science iorrned when he was in liigh school. “In 
those days” he said, “you wcnt to college to learn 
to make a living. You took courses you thought 
might get you a job. Math and science is what I 
enjoyed in high school. English and history were 

courscs you took because you were supposed to. 
What clse could I do?” 

I t  was at Pomona that Bradbury met the girl 
that would become his wife in 1933. “Lois was the 
sister of my roommate at college. She was engaged 
to someone else. T h e  engagement fell apart and I 
moved in,” Bradbury said. 

“I was an English literature major in college,” 
said Lois. “When I first knew Norris we were both 
working part-time to get through school. He 
worked behind a soda fountain that was owned 
by a redhead named Daisy. He used to make an ice 
cream concoction called the ‘mudroll.’ I t  was called 
that because it was in a college town and every year 
thc seniors would initiate the freshmen by rolling 
them in the mud. Norris was a good worker even 
then. Daisy even offered to make him a partner.” 

Under other circumstances Bradbury might 
today be a big man in the ice cream industry, but 
his liie didn’t unfold that way. While at Pomona 
he became intrigued with physics. He did his grad- 
uate work at the University of California at Berke- 
ley where he served as a teaching fellow from 1929 
to 1931 and a Whiting fellow during 1931-32. In 
1932 he received the Ph.D. in physics €or his work 
on the mobility of ions in gases. That same year 
he was awarded a National Research Council 
Fellowship in physics. 

“When I got to Berkeley,” said Bradbury, “I 
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was assigned as a reader t o  Prolessor Leonard 1 ; ~  
Loel) wlio tmglit sophornore classes in physics.” 
IIradbury was consjdcrabl y xriilrxeviceci hy Eoct, 
clurirtg these years ok I lk  life. ILc (lid his tlicsxs 
under Loeb’r clircction and started his military 
carccr at  tlic prolessor’s suggestion. “Loeb I tad 
bccn in World War I mtl was a naval rcwrve 
ollicer. 1 l e  suggested that I i ipl>ly Cor A cwmniissi,ou 
and I did. My ensign’s comtnir,sion was signed I)y it 
lieutenant (omrnander b y  ttic name o f  IVixnit~ wlio 
was prolessor 01 naval science and t a c  ti 
ley at that tiinc. I went to meetings once a month 
ancl on cruiscs in thc sumincr. I was ; t ~ i  cnginccrirug 
oiIicer; t liked the hot, fonl smell ill?, stcam ma- 
chiticry that wits bclow tlic deck of clestioyer. At 
I ,ocb’s suggc,;tion I becam- an ordiiant:c specialist 
and I was tha1 uiitil 1 retiucti f rom {lie active 
rescrve.” 

After gratlriating with llic PIi.1)~ in physics, 
Bradbury spimt thtl next two years cluing rcsearcli 
at ilic Massachusetts lnseir ute of ‘1 ’cclinology. In 

193.5 hc was namcd assistant professor 01 physics 
at Stanford University. I3c had already establislicd 
a reputation as an expert on conduction of elec- 
tricity in gase4, properties or ions, and atmospheric 
electr icily. I-le publishcd numcrous technical ar- 
t ic les on these subjects in journals such as Physical 
I<evic:w, Journal of Applied Physics, and Journal 
of Atmospheric Electricity and Terrestrial Mag- 
aetisrti. 

“About 1940 all rcscrvists were put. on notice. 
I’d hcen in ahout 10 years then, and I was called 
up in early 1941. ’Chc Navy Ict mc stay on at Stan- 
ford Tor the acadcmic year, and I started doing 
work that would bc relevant to what 1 would he 
doing in thc Navy. I was assigned to the U.S. Naval 
Proving Grounds at Ihhlgren, Va. When 1 got 
t here, X didn’t do what I thought I was going to do. 
Rather, I was as5igned to work in exterior ballistics 
-wliat happens alter a projcctilc leaves the muzzle 
of a gun.  Projectiles wcrc gctting fastcr and laster 
and ballistics and firing tables weren’t very good. 

Bradbury, at left in ihird row from bettorn, is shown with oilher mernt)ers of Phi Kappa Alpha, a local social fraternity at 
Ponicnla College, in 1928. Seco~id from left irr itie second row is Durttan MacDougull who is now GMX division leader at the 
10s Alaiwos Sc:iontific 1,aborcrtory. At right in $he fop row is b b m t  Plait, Mrs. Bradbury‘s brother. 
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The first round from a gun might be its last, and 
it was necessary to hit the target the first time. So, 
this is what I worked on. 

“Loeb was at Dahlgren and so was Parsons (then 
Captain William Parsons who was later associate 
director at Project Y). In mid-1943, Parsons ‘dis- 
appeared.’ About a year later, I ‘disappeared.’ 
Parsons had come to Los Alamos and he sent for 
me. 

“I hadn’t had any leave since I’d been at Dahl- 
gren, so I was given 10 days or two weeks in June, 
1944. We were visiting my folks in California when 
I got a telegram from the Navy saying my leave 
was cancelled. I was to be met in Albuquerque, 
according to the wire, and I was; Parsons met me 
at the train. I recall spending two or three days 
here; I stayed a t  Parsons’ house.” 

While Bradbury was at Project Y ,  he was told 
why he was wanted there, but he wasn’t over-en- 
thusiastic about the proposal. “Parsons told me, 
‘If you don’t want to come, don’t come.’ I thought 
to myself, ‘If this works, we’ll never get out of it,’ 
and I dragged my feet. 

“I met Lois and the kids somewhere on the way 
back to Virginia. We had two sons at the time- 
John and Jim-and Dave was on the way. (John is 
now an assistant professor of geology at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota; Jim is a physicist for Lock- 
heed in Palo Alto, Calif.; Dave is working on the 
Ph.D. degree in geography at the University of 
California in Los Angeles). In Chicago my con- 
science got the better of me. I got to thinking about 
the blue uniform I was wearing, and who was I to 
argue about where I was assigned? I called Parsons 
and told him I’d take the job. 

“I took Lois and the kids back to Virginia to pack 
up. Then, we started out with six well-worn tires 
and discarded them as they wore out on the trip up 
here, and I didn’t have any more gas coupons when 
I got here. We could get tires then and we were 
given gas coupons enough so we could get to Santa 
Fe once a month. People got together for trips so 
we got to Santa Fe now and then. 

“At first we lived in one of the Sundt apartments 
which have since been torn down. They had show- 
ers and were over-heated with coal-driven furnaces, 
but lasting friendships developed there. 

“Later we lived in one of the houses on Bathtub 
Row .(so-called because they were the only houses 
at Project Y with bathtubs). It had been the arts 
and crafts building for the Ranch School and had 
been divided into two homes. I t  became vacant 
and I applied for it. Oppie (Oppenheimer) said I 
could have it if Fermi (Enrico Fermi who achieved 

the first sustained nuclear reaction) didn’t want it. 
Fermi said he didn’t want it because it was rumored 
to be a cold place to live.” 

During the war years when scientists at Project 
Y were developing the atomic bomb, the best tech- 
nical personnel available were being recruited 
from universities and industry with desperate 
rapidity. “I guess I was picked for the Project be- 
cause I had worked with Parsons, had had some 
chemistry, was a physicist, I knew a little about 
nuclear physics and I had had some ordnance ex- 
perience at Dahlgren,” said Bradbury. 

One of many military personnel assigned to the 
Project, Bradbury was placed in charge of the im- 
plosion field-test program. He later headed the 
assembly of all non-nuclear components of the 
implosion nuclear device. 

Project Y efforts progressed to the point where 
scientists were faced with the question of whether 
there was any basic flaw in the concept of a nuclear 
explosion. If not, the gun-type design was essen- 
tially certain to work, but the implosion idea (a 
subcritical mass of plutonium compressed to super- 
criticality by high explosives) had many technical 
problems. If an implosion system could be tested 
successfully, the gun design was bound to work 
too. This test-named Trinity-was conducted 
July 16,1945, near Alamogordo, N.M. 

Bradbury, in recalling his experiences at the 
Trinity Site, said, “Several months before the 
actual test there was a 100-ton high-explosives shot 
scheduled for the purpose of calibrating instru- 
ments and taking other measurements that would 
help us in organizing for the Trinity event. We in 
the explosives division had a direct interest in get- 
ting that shot set ‘up and detonated. As I recall, it 
was sometime in April that we went down there to 
set it up and this was my first introduction to the 
site. It was hot, dry and dusty: tracks in the sand 
were the only roads. We were living in 16’ x 16’ 
hutments which were also hot. The  only thing 
pleasant about the place was the beer we drank. 

“There was nothing to do there but/ work and 
there was nowhere else to go. The  road getting in 
there was rough and security between Los Alamos 
and Alamogordo was extremely severe. We were 
forbidden to stop anywhere on the road between 
these places, although we probably did stop for a 
meal or something, but we were careful about it. 

“After the 100-ton test we started to organize 
for Trinity itself and I was assigned responsibility 
for developing the procedures and for supervising 
the assembly of the device, except for the nuclear 
components which were to be put in at the base of 

/ 
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towcr, lilted tlic assembly oil tlic truck with a hoist 
rnoixntc(1 nt the top ol the tower’, pulled the truck 
out, and lowcrctl the dcvite on the floor. W e  werc 
s( aietl io death tliat we would drop it because we 
ditlit’t trust tlic hoist and it was the only bomb 
irnrrirdiat ely availahle. It wasn’t t l i a~  we were 
,ili-nid 01 setting it OB, but w e  might damage it in 
50111c way. 

‘ ‘We sr.1 i i  in a craclle 0 1 1  the Lloor and then the 
boys Iron1 the inn( 11 hoaw (the n/I;tcI>on;ild ran( 11 
Iiorlre served as ‘ 
(1c;ir p u t s )  came ovcr to p i t  tile plutonium in it. 
I’oi a ivliilc tlierc w a s  a p,00(1 dcal 01 (onstcrnation 
1)ccauw ~v l i cn  they h s t  tried to  put i t  in, the 
tlainiictl tliirig wouldn’t lit! As it trirned out, the 

cinbly lieadquarters lor the 11x1- 

Bencath the Triiiily tower, the irrrplosiotr dcvicc is hoisrcd from the bed of a truck. Bradbury, wearing khaki, is fourth from 
left on the tower floor. 



problem was simple; the plutonium was hot and 
had expanded. After some cooling down, it did 
fit just as it was supposed to. 

“We plugged the hole then with the rest of the 
H E  blocks, and buttoned it up. We began to hoist 
it up the tower and this is where we were really 
scared because if we had dropped it, we might have 
had a catastrophic mess on our hands. So, we lifted 
it a few feet and put several layers of GI mattresses 
all over the floor of the tower. Then we hoisted it 
through a hole in the floor at the top of the tower, 
replaced the floor and set the bomb down on it. 

“Well, the worst was over, except it was a 100- 
foot walk up  the tower; there was no elevator, just 
a ladder on one side, and it was hotter than hell in 
July. Some of the boys went up  to put on the det- 
onators and some other diagnostic stuff, and that 
was, for the most part, the end of my job there. 

“We didn’t trust the detonators very much so 
we had a lot of diagnostics connected with detona- 
tor behavior and, of course, there were a lot of 
other experiments there to diagnose the bomb’s 
nuclear behavior. If there was a failure in the sys- 
tem we would have some way of knowing what it 
was that failed. 

“The firing date was delayed, maybe a day, be- 
cause a diagnostic cable broke. We had to find it, 
dig it up and fix it. I t  didn’t have enough slack in 

Bradbury and Ra,emer Schreiber, tech- 
nical associate director, posed for this 
photo at the MacDonald ranch house 
during a visit to the Trinity Site in 1967. 

it when they laid it in the trench and covered it up, 
so the weight of the dirt broke it. It was a small 
crisis and I don’t remember that there were any 
others of this type. 

“A day or two before the Trinity shot we had an 
important laboratory experiment up here (in Los 
Alamos). It was designed to test the behavior of a 
system like the one at Trinity. But we couldn’t 
make any sense out of the results; they were either 
very bad or they were uninterpretable, so we de- 
cided to ignore them. All of our previous experi- 
ments indicated we were on the right track. I t  
wasn’t until several months later, we found the 
experiment had serious flaws; it couldn’t have 
told us anything, it didn’t tell us anything, and 
we were quite right to ignore it.” 

On the night of July 15, when Bradbury and 
other scientists and military personnel had finished 
their jobs, they went to sleep on hillsides several 
miles from ground zero. I t  was cold and there was 
a drizzling rain. “The weather was so dismal, we 
didn’t expect the shot to go that night and we were 
tired,” Bradbury said. “I didn’t know it was going 
to go until about five minutes before it did. Some- 
body woke me up-I don’t remember who-and I 
just had time to get out of my sleeping bag and to 
face away like we were told to when it went off. 

“A lot of us compared what we saw, what we felt 
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antl what wo heart1 wi th  tlic 1OO-ioi~ slioi, antl wc 
inadc guesses among our-sc‘lv~s o n  the hillsidc ouil 
t h u c  about tlic y iclcl ol the boirxl I. Some 01 uis 
thorxgh~ it tco Xtc aboui 10 lcilotor~~ Oflicr g u  
raitgcd lionn iivc to 20 kiloloris. 

“For me to say 3 had any  deep emotional 
thoughts a lmi i~  ‘I’iiriity . . . 1 didn’t. 1 was j u s t  
darnriecl pleasccl t b a ~  it wcnt oft.” I n  retrospect, 
I3radbury said, ”. . . Morjt r.xjxrienc.cn in Life 
ca11 bc corrip~-c.henclcd t)y prior 
tlic. atom boriit) clitl not fit any pi 
sesscrl liy anybody Thc  most slat 
thc intense lrght. 

“One thing I’VC ncver I L X ~ C ~ Y S L ~ O ~ ,  never tried to 
. . . 1 tlrovc- into the yard ai Ilomr., got out of ihc 
jeep, and I,ok came orit I tic back door arid said, 
‘Well, i t  workccl, didn’t it?’ Tt had X)ccn ;in uncicr 
cover operation antl, ol‘ coursc, you ncver told 
your wile anything, and I~oviitsly no om did, hiit 
our S I X C C ~ W  liacl goiten around up here pretty l a s ~ . ”  

Mrs. 1hdl)ury well winem tiers thc incidtmt . 
Lvcrybody w a s  going u p  in the nrounlains to scv 

sorncthing. Mrs. I<d McMiIliln arid 1 both liatl 

“ . 

young c hildrcn arid we couldn’t find any baby sit- 
tcrs- We were Erustratcd because we couldn’t go. 
So, we look turns going out once in a while to see 
what ’we could find out. ITinally, Mrs. Parsons 
called us and told us that whatever it was, workcd. 
So, wlicn I went out the back door and told Norris, 
‘11 worlced, didn’t it?’ I didn’t know what it was 
that had worlced. It just sreinecl like a good idea to 
say ir .” 

Following Trinity, the atomic weapoiis “Little 
Boy” and T a t  Man” wcre completed at  Eos Alamos 
arid thcn dropped over Japan. The war ended in 
the Fall of 1945 and tcchnical activity at the Lab- 
OY a t o r  y slowed. Universities and industry, whose 
staflcs had bcen scriously depleted by wartime ef- 
forts, wcre rebuilding. Many scientist s had stand- 
ing oircrs to return to their pre-war jobs and even 
thost. who didn’t were niade offers that included 
tempting sums ol money. The  University of Cali- 
toriiia which had accepted operation o€ the Lab- 
oratory in wartime gave no indication that it was 
willing to continue its operation. The  fnturc ol 
nriclcat cnei-gy was just as uncertain and the gloom 

Bradbury accompanied J. Robert Wppenkeimer. througlr IASL’s science Iyiuseum and exhibit htrll in 1964. 
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precipitated Easter when Qppenhcimer announced 
in October of 1945 his jnlrnlion to resign tlic di- 
rector’s post. 

“About 4 p.m. one afternoon, Oppie called irie 
in and asked me if I’d be willing to take on the 
directorship,” Bradbury said. I-IC had contacted 
Groves (the late General Leslie R. Groves, director 
of the Manhattan Engineer District) and P don’t 
know who else. 

“I was anxious to get back to Stanhord, but I said 
I’d think about [he offer. I talked to Lois, Fermi 
and others to see what they thought of the idea. 
Then I told Oppie I’d take it for a short period.” 

It was then that Bradbixry made his “six months” 
statement in which he agreed to be the director of 
the Laboratory for six months, or unlil such time 
as a permanent man was found-whichever c-ame 
first. 

In October of 1960, Oppenheimcr was among 
the many well-wishers to congrat da t e  Bradbury 
on his 15th year as dircctor of the Los Ali~nos 
Scientific Laboratory. In a letter to Bradbury, 
Oppenheimer wrote: 

“It was fifteen years ago that you and I first 
talked of t he possibiljty-to me the desirability - 
of your taking over thc direction ot the Lo$ Al- 
amos Laboratory. I remember your hesitations, 
and your reluctant agreement to do it ior wine 
six months. 

“Even more, I remember your lirst visit tu Los 
Alamos, a1 the invitatiori of (then) Captain l’ar- 
sons. More than anyone else who came to L,os 
Alamos, you expressed, with force and eloquonce, 
your misgivings about what we were up to, and 
your rclucrance to be involved in it. 

“Now fifteen years have elapsed, and you have 
earned the respect, the gratitude, and the affection 
of t he many men and women who have worked in 
the Laboratory, and the appreciation and inclebt- 
edriess oi all of us, both lor what the Laboratory 
has undertaken and accomplished, arid for the 
spirit in which it has done so. The seriousness with 
which you entered on these responsibilities has 
contributed very much to the way in which you 
have met tliem.” 

Said Bradbury, “Groves confirmed the appoinr- 
nwnt. Oppie wanted to lcave right away and I was 
still in the Navy. Parsons got mc out in nothing 
flat. I was at 1 he separation center in Los Angelcs 
from about 8 a.m. until 1 prn. one day and that 
was it. I had 15 years in the scrvice then. Fven- 
tually I finished out 30 years in thc active reserve. 

“For a while, I wore uriiforni shirts without in- 
signia. I didn’t have much in tho way of civilian 

clothes. But then, nothing was like it is now. Mail 
and Records consisted of a couple of filing cabinets 
in Oppie’s office. 

“The University of California wasn’t asked 
about my appointment. I didn’t know this until 
about two years later. The  University almost 
threw in the contract.” 

Many University officials met Bradbury for the 
first time after he had been appointed. Robert 
Underhill, vice president and treasurer, emeritus, 
of the University who negotiated every contract 
for the Laboratory from its inception until he re- 
tired in 1963, remembers his first meeting with the 
newly-appointed director: “While I visited Los 
Alarnos almost every month from March, 1943, 
for over two years, I did not meet Norris until the 
day of the “E” Award Ceremony after the war. My 
contacts had always been with Dr. Oppenheimer 
and his top administrative staff and the Manhattan 
District officers. The  conscious and evident intent 
to keep me as an outsider from as many contacts as 
possible during the war were so effective I did not, 
at that time, see or even know of a Dr. Bradbury. 
My first knowledge of such a person was when 

“For a while I wore uniform shirts without insignia. I didn’t 
have much in the wayof civilian clothes.” 



Navy Gernmcincler Bradbury, who war; numed to be the  new director of Project Y, and Colonel G. R. Tyler, post commander, 
posed with newspcrper reporters in ’1 94.5, 

General GTQV(~!, took it upon 11 imaclf to appoint 
a Dr. 13radblii-y as the [Jnivcrsity of Galiforiiia’s 
project director. Aiid so, IJniversity 1”esidcnt 
Robert Gordon Sproul and tlioic 01 11s invited to 
the “E’’ Aw;LJ-~ Cercniony met him on Oct. I (i, 
1945.’’ 

‘ K’l LC “IC” Aw;trtl was Arniy-Navy I ecognition o f  
ex< cptional pc‘r lorxnance CJn 1 lie product ion front 
during wartime and was accompanied by the War 
Clepartrnent Scroll. Presidcnt SprouT aclwpted the 
“E” flag from :roves, and Opperiheimer acceptetl 
the scroll from Admiral tYar:mis. ~1ppimhcimc.r’~ 
acceptance speech left a lasting irnlwcssion on 
Bradbury. “‘Rhe stwarigc thing about th;il speecli,” 
said Uradbui y, “is that Oppic made it, riof yixito on 
the spur 01 the mouncnt, but with a1)out five rnin- 
utrn thought. To m y  mind ie was a tom li~ing specrh, 
a very real o m  and a very true 0 ~ 1 4 ~ ~  1’11 alw,iys 
trcasurc it.” 

At that tiaic Oppenhcimer said: 
“It is with apprcciatiorv arid gratitutle thaL 1 

acccpt lrorn you {his scroll [or the l,os, Alairius 

T,aboratory, for the men and women whose work 
and whose hearts have made it. It is our hope that 
in yeitls to comc we may look at this scroll, and all 
t h a ~  it sir,nifics, with pride. 

‘“l’oday that pride must be tempered with a pro- 
found concern. 11 atomic bombs are to be added 
as ncw wcapons to the arsrnals of a warring world, 
or i o  the  arsenals of nations preparing lor war, 
then the time will come when mankind will curse 
the riaines of ],os Alamos and Hiroshima. 

“l’he pcoplcs of this world must unite, or they 
will perish. This war, that has ravaged so much of 
thc cartb, has written t lmc words. Thc atomic 
bomb has spelled them out for all men to under- 
stand. Other men have spoken them, in other 
times, of other wars, of other weapons. l h e y  have 
not prevailed. There are some, misled by a ialsc 
sense of human history, who hold that they will 
not prevail today. It is not €or us to believc that. 
I$y oixr works we are cominitt ecl to a world united, 
beloxe this common peril, in law, and in human- 
ity.” 
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The following day, on Oct. 17, 1945, Bradbury 
assumed direction of the Laboratory. “We weren’t 
really doing much of anything very progressive 
then,” Bradbury recalls. “What held the place to- 
gether was the Navy’s program to determine the 
effects of nuclear bombs against naval vessels.” 

The Laboratory had been informed of this test 
-called Operation Crossroads-in December of 
1945. Preliminary meetings were held that month 
and in January of 1946 to set up a joint task force 
operation. The Laboratory was to provide the 
atomic weapons and undertake the technical di- 
rection of the test. 

“When we went to Washington,” Bradbury said, 
“to talk to the task force people about Operation 
Crossroads, we flew from Kirtland in Albuquerque 
in an ancient B-29. It was one of those flights where 
the crew said, ‘Thank God; we made it,’ after take- 
off. We were riding in the bomb bays of the plane. 
It lost an engine somewhere over the Mississippi 
river and then we lost half of another-the propel- 
lers couldn’t be adjusted and it was running at 
about half power. The wind was blowing and it 
was snowing all over the country. The  pilot was a 
nervous wreck. We had parachutes but that wasn’t 
very comforting because who would ever have 
found us in a snowstorm? Well, there was another 
passenger on board who had considerable experi- 
ence flying B-29’s and was apparently familiar with 
that part of the country. He thought there might 
be a chance of landing somewhere in Ohio. He 
took the controls from the pilot and took us in. 
He missed the runway on the first pass and made 
kind of a fighter-plane landing on the second. We 
bought drinks for everybody and took the train 
the rest of the way to Washington. 

“That was the start of Operation Crossroads. 
When I came back from that trip, the water sys- 
tem in Los Alamos was froze up.” The water line 
from Guaje Canyon remained frozen for several 
weeks. Ta‘nk trucks brought water from the Rio 
Grande river to the community’s old water tower. 
Some was put into the system and some was doled 
out to housewives in pots and pans. This event 
climaxed bitter resentment toward living condi- 
tions in Los Alamos and probably hastened the 
exodus of many persons already unhappy with 
community operations. 

“Operation Crossroads came off in the summer 
of 1946,” said Bradbury “it gave me something to 
put people on and I needed all the good people I 
could get so I said nothing that would rock the 
boat at that time. When I made my “six-months” 
statement upon becoming director, I didn’t think 



L wantccl t o  I)c the director; I thought l tvante(1 to 
get orit. nut, L ticcitied 1 coiildn’t m i 1  a laborntory 
thai worild liave a €ntui-c iinlcss 1 wnc, williiig t o  
put rny own i titurc on it. I t  i i~~&xl  a niatit that lw 
lievcd in it Iiiinscll below ollicrs coraltl bclievc in  
il. 

“After Ckocsioads 1 tliough~ 1 could ;iflord t o  
Lost. those peciple who coultln’t rmlic up the-ir 
miiids whctlicr 1 hey wilntctl to leave o r  :?tay, I rnadc 
m y  so-called ‘1 ice-shalting’ st ai eme i i~  thcii: ‘ p a c k  
up and go, ant1 we’ll pay your wny home; othcrwiw, 
stay and get down to tlic big, job 1 hat has to tic 
done.’ Tlicy’d all bern h i r c d  diuiri;; tlic wrir with 
the prorriisc ol retiirn travcl home whenrwcr tl iry 
m-minaied. VVtiat 1 did wiis to stop return travrl 
as of a certain clatc.” 

plelcd iils lange p t r t  in t1.i~ Crossroads ~c‘st sei ics, 
and lie had now loraied a nraclcus of scicmtists dcldi 
catcd to tlie futurr of I,os Alamos, not all rnc‘rri- 
bcrs o i  the ntw’iy-forincd Aloinic Energy Commis- 
sion Celt the sdrnc‘. On t11c Idal)orLttoly’s 25th 21~1-  

niversary in 1!168, REC Chairman 66Jc~nri T. SIX- 
borg cornmcuted: ‘‘I recall t h i  w h m  1 joined tllc‘ 
Commission’s first Gencral Advisory Cornmiti cc 
as thc most yunlior member ol itri oth(~wise illus- 
trious group, 3 ,os Alamos was one ol t hie Iirst mh- 
jerts ot disctiscron. Some 01 my t 0 1  le;iguc.s main 
tairicd that it ivoultl never tic possible to rnaltc I ,o s  
Alamos attraci ivc lor cornlletent scicntisls. 11 vms 
too rrmote 1 rorri civilization. -e‘tie wilrtirnc build- 
ings were already falling to picceb, .tiid the cost of 
building pcrrnanerit strrictnrcs ji i  su( 11 itri isolatctl 
spot ~vorild bc too costly. I;iarthcrniovc, most of ilic 
‘big name’ scierctists had lelt In:; A l a m o c  with 0 1 ) -  
pcnlicirncr. ‘ irliosc rcrnainiiig inight he compctcrit 
yormg men wit 11 rnore t h m  avcragP ability, lmi 
ihcy coiild hardly be comparctl to ilrc giant? or 
the war ycai s. ’To be spec ific, some o r  the GAG 
rncm1)cuc qucst ioncd the c;tpal)ilitics of the yorxrig 
Navy commander who had succeeded Oppim- 
licimcu as director. Norris Bridbirry was an cxtrl- 
lcnL physicisn a n c l  had tlonc a i  outslaridirrg job on 
the l’rinity ccsit, hut coiild he I i l l  Clpjm~lwirnc~i ’s 
shoes? In early 1947 at least a sn1)statitial minor i i  y 
ol thu: GAC brlicved that rrci[licr 1 ,os hlamos nor 
Norris 13radlmry woriltl lorig be on tli(- atomic. ~ I I -  
ergy scene.” 

II o second pjuess what wonld havci liappcnetil il 
the University ol‘ California had not rciiewctt its 
contract to operate the I ,os A1;tmos Scieni ific Lib- 
oratory undar the newly-lorrncd A1 orrtir I’nei gy 
Cornmission, cme might have secn tllc GAG rninor- 
ity’s prediction come true. Rut liratlbury tviis 

A l t h o ~ g h  Bradbury’s stair I d  SIH 

r 3  

awarc of thc fortlicoming expirat ion ol the con- 
tract and 01 how little tontnct lie had with the 
University. “ r h c  contract was only a couple of 
page4 loiig.” lie said, “and I was aware 01 a gcntle- 
n i m  in the liricincss ofl-tte named AI llyhrc who 
secmcd to Iw  in ~oi i tac t  with tlic University. Dyhrc 
woiltcd lor Bob Unclcrliill. TJnderhill and I later 
beca?rne close friends. 

“By 1947 1 guess tlic University had decided that 
‘ i h i s  13rdbury Icllocv’ tould IIC trusted or somc- 
thing bccausr I was alslted to help ncgotiate the 
next contiact .  ~Jnderliill said sonicihing to tlic 
clTcc i, ‘Now look, you get hrisy and. help us ncgot i- 
atc tlci3 contiac t. You’ve got to live with it.’ ” 

~Jndcrhill, who hntl negotintcd the first coiitrac t 
for opciat ion of the 1,aboratoi-y during tlic w ; ~ ,  
rcccntly noicd, “The conlrxt  wliicli I negotiated 
and signed in 1943 had a clnuw whereby the Uni- 
vt’rsity < ould termincite tlircc iiionths alter ccssd- 
tion ol war with the Axis powers and the IJnivcr- 
sity scrvcd notice of tcrniination since tlicrc was 
a srr  ious question about opcr‘iting ouisidc Cali- 
lornia except under the necessities and liberalities 
tluc to war condit ions. It also seemed inappropri- 
at(‘ to operate a laboratoiy with no close contact 

The director accompanied Robert Underhill during Family 
Days ut the laboratory in 1965. 
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with the operation and no actual direction. But 
the withdrawal was cancelled and I think this is 
where my acquaintance with Norris really started. 

“After assurance the University would no longer 
be a ‘mandatory’ contractor and the operation 
would be subject to University general procedures, 
I met with Dr. Bradbury in his office in January 
of 1948 to review a contract draft. T o  say he was 
horrified is putting it mildly. The  two page docu- 
ment appointed the AEC manager in effect the 
prosecuting attorney, judge, jury, and executioner 
and the contractor in effect a slave. That started 
Norris as a contract negotiator and a great man 
on that team. 

“At Eniwetok I sensed that Norris, like a Navy 
captain, ran a tight ship and some members of the 
team did not voice disagreement. A man was in 
my room inappropriately expressing some dis- 
agreement when he heard someone greet Norris 
on his entrance to the building. The  window was 
open and my companion took a quick dive out and 
disappeared.” 

It was in the early 1950’s after the Russians det- 
onated their first nuclear device that Los Alamos 
was again immersed in an urgent program of de- 
veloping a bomb-one more powerful than the 
atomic bomb. This was the hydrogen explosive 
which was successfully tested in 1952 at the Eni- 
wetok Proving Ground. “Until the Russians det- 
onated their bomb,” Bradbury said, “the U.S. was 
enjoying a lead, and to build the hydrogen bomb 
meant re-establishing that lead. We started to 
spend more money and we went on a six-day week 
for about a year and a half. At the time we didn’t 
know how to build a thermonuclear device.” 

Bradbury said that the building of the H-bomb 
is the Laboratory’s greatest achievement since 
Trinity. “Anyone who knows what a critical mass 
is can build a fission bomb. But, we didn’t have 
anywhere near that degree of knowledge when we 
started the development of the H-bomb. Com- 
paring the two is like comparing apples and 
oranges. Both were monumental achievements, 
but they were 10 years apart: they were started 
with different degrees of knowledge and from dif- 
ferent points. Like the wheel we take them for 
granted now.” 

Following the detonation of the first hydrogen 
device-nicknamed Mike-there were major lab- 
oratory and community improvements. A new 
technical area was built, and in 1957, the security 
gates which closed Los Alamos to the outside were 
taken down. Los Alamos was an “open” city. “Noth- 
ing really changed as far as the director’s civic 

responsibilities were concerned until Los Alamos 
became an incorporated county,” Bradbury said. 
“Then almost anything the director had to do with 
the community-like housing-kind of went away. 

“The AEC made the mistake of taking a vote of 
the population to decide whether they wanted the 
gate open or not. The  population voted against it 
quite heavily. The  people were afraid the women 
and kids wouldn’t he safe on the streets at night 
and things like that. They liked the security the 
fence provided: the kids liked it and looked for- 
ward to the time when they could have a badge. 
The  AEC opened the gate anyway. The  only thing 
I remember that was highly amusing was that it 
had only been open a couple of days and we had 
our first major burglary. The  people who voted 
against opening the gate were saying ‘ha, ha, we 
told you so; we told you so.’ They caught the burg- 
lar, and as I recall, it was an ex-security guard.” 

It  was also during 1957 that the Russians were 
successful in launching their first “Sputnik” satel- 
lite. Bradbury explained what impact this had on 
the Laboratory. “It rescued the nuclear rocket 
program, although we didn’t really have one. After 
the hydrogen device had been detonated we were 
asked how small and with how big of a yield we 
could make them. We did some feasibility studies, 
looking at nuclear rocketry for surface to surface 
missiles, but it proved to be too doggoned expen- 
sive. We put in at least a couple of years on it and 
we were just about ready to put it back on the shelf 
and forget it. 

“To add something like the nuclear rocket pro- 
gram made a big change in Laboratory activities 
and it meant more money. At one time we were 
spending $30 million a year on the Rover program. 

“The Meson Facility is of comparable size to 
what the Rover program was and will be a won- 
derful thing for the Laboratory to have. The  Me- 
son Facility will increase our fundamental re- 
search. I t  also has applications for applied research 
and for medicine. I don’t think there is any overall 
trend in the Laboratory toward either applied or 
basic research. What’s obvious is a trend toward 
diversification. We have many more projects than 
we did 20 years ago. Many of them are quite small, 
and many more of them are unclassified. In that 
sense we’re becoming more like a national labora- 
tory. Weapons research, after reaching a certain 
level about five years ago, has more or less leveled 
off. It now represents a lesser percentage of the 
Laboratory’s total work. 

“In the long run, the question the Laboratory 
may have to face is, what happens and what re- 
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Above, Bradbiiry listens to Prosiclent John Ketrnody 
give a pep talk fo Proicxt Rover !dentists at 10s Alamos 
in 1962. At left i s  Glenti Seaborg, cliuirrnan rrf the 
Atomic Energy Cornmission. At riglit i!i Sencitor C:linton 
Antlcrson. 

Bradbury shskh?s hands with F)rt!sideni Lyrrelon .lotinson 
at  CI White House reception in 1966. 



sponsibility to the country Ivill it havc ii a coni- 
pletc test ban treaty is signed. I;or a fccv years thcre 
woultl probably be no dilliciilt problcm. But l a t  er 
would conic thc clucstion, ‘With no tcsting, what 
do wc need a weapons laboratory for?’ ‘1-hing5 like 
Rover, tlie Slierwoocl program, nnd thc Meson 
Facility arc othcr ways to p lay  a national nuclenr 
role. 

“Science rode high after the war . . . we could 
(10 no wrong. Now people think about other tliings. 
‘The post-war years may have been thc golden age 
for sciencc. and scientists and we may or may not 
have dcscrvctl it. Now maybc we’rc in the iron age. 
We may not deserve that citlier. I3ut, we still liavc 
it pretty chinned good.” 

Bradbury lias always seemed to havc a “reel” for 
the needs and desires of t h r  general public. It was 
through hi5 clircc tion that the L,os Alamos Science 
Museum ;tnd Exhibit EIall was established. ‘The 
museum h;is grown rapiclly in lwtli siAc and visita- 
tions since it was establishetl. I n  1969 nearly 80,000 
people lrom throughout tlie IJnitecl Statcs and 
some foreign countrics tourcd tlie iacility. “We 
established it for public relations,” lie said. “The 
public didn’t know what wc werc doing up here 
and we liad a lot of stuff around tliat wc could put 
into a showcasc. It secmod like a nice thing to do 
and wc could show the taxpayers what was going 
on at tlic Laboratory.” 

[-le has granted numerous personal interviews 
to members of the news media, probably more 
tlxin usual just prior to the 25th anniversary of 
Trinity last July. On an occasion when the Public 
Relations depnrtnient had been coritacted lor a 
statemcnt on Trinity from the director, Ihadl-iury 
was hailed i1.l thc corridor as he ~ r a s  rusliing back 
l o  lliS ofice, “ 1 , - i d d l ~ - ~ 1 ~ ~ . d ~ ~ , ”  ire saiti joltingly, 1‘1 

liatc to tall, about bomb5 0 1 1  a hot day.” He p;iuscd 
briefly, and 1 hen lie rattled oil a short statement. 
1Ic waitcd while it was typed out. Thcn he loolted 
at it and said, “Aw, we ought to (lo better than a 
sentence or two for tlicm,” and raced down the 

Prior to welcoming ceremonies at the 25th anniversary re- 
union of Las Alamos military veterans last June, Bradbury, 
with his suit coat slung over his shoulder, scanned the au- 
dience in Civic Auditorium, looking for familiar faces. 

‘’If you don’t find science to be fun, don‘t go into it; it’s hard 
and the financial rewards aren’t great.“ 

corridor with thc shect o f  1)aper in o m  hand, tick- 
ling the cement block walls with the index finger 
of  his othcr. I-IC returiied minutcc latcr with a 
longer statement he liad roughed out on his own 
typewriter. 

I h d b u r y  has been a “rcgular” at the annual 
Science Youth Tlays, when high school students 
from the soiithwesterii part of the IJnitecl States 
are invited to tour Laboratory iacilit ies. I-IC has 
told the assembly ol studcnts marly times, “I1 you 
don’t find science to be fun, don’t go into it ;  it’s 
hard and the financial I ewards aren’t great.” 
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Above, Bradbury was awarded the Enrico Fermi 
Award by AEC Chairman Glenn Seaborg amidst a 
standing ovation by both audience and on-stage 
dignitaries, From left are John Canaday, regent of 
the University of California; Carl Walske, assistant 
to the Secretary of Defense for Atomic Energy; 
Clarence Larson, AEC commissioner; Representative 
Chet Holifield, chairman of the Joint Committee on 
Atomic Energy; and James Ramey and Theos 
Thompson, both AEC commissioners. Behind Sea- 
borg are Bishop C.  James Kinsolving 111 (partially 
hidden), and USAF Major General Edward Giller. 

Shortly after receiving the Enrico Fermi Award, the 
former director grinned his appreciation a t  cere- 
monies dedicating the Norris E. Bradbury Science 
Hall. Observing the new name above the museum’s 
entrance are Admiral John Hayward (USN retired), 
vice president of General Dynamics, and Mrs. Brad- 
bury. 



Bradbury is shown with Harold Agnew who became LASL’s 
new director effective Sept. I .  

Althoiigli a firm bclicvei- in this country’s nu- 
clear clclcrrcnt and a strong proponent of the 1963 
1 ,imitcrl. Nuclear Test 13an Trcaty, 1Sradbiiry peu- 
haps Imt  cxprcsscd thc fcelil~gs 01 the c ouiitry 
~vlieri  lic closed his tcsi iinoriy belorc the Senate 
hearings on the nuclear test ban treaty by saying, 
“I myself, with collsiderablc knowledge o f  nuclear 
things, with some linowlcdge 01 tlieir military use, 
b r i t  witli only a plain ritiwn’s fcelings about peoplc 
and nations and hopcs arid fears, would prcl cr to 
try to lollow the path 01 hope.” 

‘The proper word lor 12r;tdbury’s Icaving tlie 
Laboratory is “resigned.” “When a rnan says lie’s 
p in t ;  to retire, you immediately start thinking 
aboui a rocking chair,” he said. “l’m not rcctdy for 
one. Wc’rci going to continue to live here in I m  
Alanio5, I don’t ltnow of anywhcrc elsc I’d prefer 
to go. I have no plans to Litltc a job somewlicre clsc. 
1’11 prohably devote morc time to the Unrvcrsity 
ol Ncw Mexico regents job, and we’ll probably 
visit Rkxico again.” @ 
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"It's 
been 

fun'' 
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Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory September, 1970 


